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THE BRIDGE MAGAZINE 
Bridge Publications is the committee which produces the Bridge Magazine for the 
communities of Sturminster Marshall, Shapwick, Pamphill and Cowgrove. 
It is financially independent of these communities: its revenue comes from advertising 
fees and fundraising activities.  Our Chairman is Barry Johnson, our Editor is Sally 
Plowright and our Advertising Manager is Liz York.

Articles
Contributions are welcome from all sectors of the community served by the 
parishes.  Please email your article to bridgemagazinedorset@gmail.com

If you have no email then please print your copy and send it to 7 Parkelea, 
Sturminster Marshall BH21 4DG, FAO: Editor of The Bridge Magazine.

The submission deadline for articles is the 15th of the month.

Advertisements
If you would like to place a commercial advertisement, or announcement of an event, 
please email it to bridgeadvertising@outlook.com  Advertising rates are listed 
opposite.

The submission deadline for adverts is the 12th of the month.

Inserts: Your loose leaf inserts or flyers can also be inserted in The Bridge for £20.   
Please provide 300 copies of your leaflet, in banded bundles of 25, folded to A5 size if 
larger, by the 27th of the month. Phone 01258 857528 to arrange.

The Bridge is printed by CMP UK, www.cmp-uk.com, tel. 01202 739993

This month’s cover image: win £10!
This is a picture of the Sturminster Marshall water rat.  It is actually a 
water vole (like Ratty from The Wind In The Willows), and it is the official 
emblem of the village.  People born in the village are traditionally known 
as water rats.  You may have noticed that the village maypole is usually 
topped by a figure of a water rat.

Our water rat is hiding somewhere in the online version of this magazine.  
So do visit bridgemagazinedorset.com and if you find the water rat 
contact the editor at bridgemagazinedorset@gmail.com

The first person to correctly identify the whereabouts of our water rat 
will receive a cash prize of £10.
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From the Chair - Bridge Publications 

The Bridge Magazine is entirely funded by advertising and generous donations 
from our sponsors.  We are particularly grateful to our main sponsor, the excellent 
Red Lion pub, who support many other activities in Sturminster Marshall and are 
truly the centre of our community.

If you run a small business in the village why not consider advertising with us, 
which could not only bring you customers, but also demonstrate your support for 
the community.  If you enjoy reading The Bridge and would like to support us with 
a monthly or one-off donation, the amount would be up to you, our bank details 
are below.  In order that we can keep a record we would be grateful if you could 
send an email confirming your action to ebarryjohnson@aol.com

Bank Details: Bridge Publications – Sort Code 209696 - Account 00026530

Barry Johnson

The Bridge Magazine – Collection Points
Sturminster Marshall:
Premier, Spar, The Red Lion, St. Mary’s Church, Memorial Hall, Vines Close.
Shapwick:
St. Bartholomew’s Church, The Anchor.
Pamphill and Cowgrove:
St. Stephen’s Church, Pamphill Dairy.

Bridge Magazine advertising fees

 Duration full page 1/2 page 1/4 page 1/8 page
12 months   £220   £120   £65   £35 
  6 months   £120   £65   £35   £30 
  3 months   £60   £30   £20   £15 
  1 month   £20   £15

If you follow up any advertisement could you please mention that you 
saw it in The Bridge.
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FROM THE CHURCH

Seasons

Recently I read an article which carried out a survey looking at 
the fascination we Brits have with our weather.

The survey told us that we spend over four months of our lives 
talking about the weather!  Breaking it down further the survey 
said that the average adult will post six weather-related 
comments a month on social media and also spend eleven 
minutes a week checking the weather forecast.

I am not too surprised at these results and often hear people 
talking about the somewhat problematic climate in our country, 
bemoaning the fact that their event was rained off.

As we all know, despite our four distinct seasons, our weather 
can be very variable.  Now we have reached our Summer season 
– June to August – all of us will be hoping for plenty of warm 
sunshine in the longer daylight hours ahead.

The book of Genesis, in its first chapter, tells us that our creator 
God put the seasons into place so that we may have the right 
climate for life and food.

Our Church also has its seasons, known as the liturgical calendar, 
designed so that our worship has a structure to praise our God.  
The first season is Advent, a time of preparation for our Lord’s 
return, which is followed by Christmas.  After which we have the 
season of Epiphany through which Jesus was revealed as the Son 
of God.
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Lent is the next season, a time of self-examination, leading to Easter 
and the miracle of Jesus’s resurrection from the dead, then on to 
Pentecost which marks the gift of the Holy Spirit to us.

Lastly, we have the longest season called Ordinary time.  Far from 
being mundane, this season is like a time out from our busyness in 
which Christians explore the life and ministry of Jesus, also 
reflecting on our place in this world and what we can do for 
neighbour and environment in the seasons of our life journeys.

Our life seasons, as we know, can often be changeable, yet our God 
is a God of all seasons and his care and love is consistent and 
certain in our unpredictable world.

Rev. Bill French



6

St. Mary’s Church, 100 Club Lottery

June Draw

Main draw
£50 42 Liz York

£30 94 David and Sue Slater

£20 6 Meryll Burden

Congratulations to this month’s winners.

NUMBERS cost just £2 per month.  You can join at any time - just contact 
one of the committee members listed below.

Liz Jones: 49 Railway Drive, Sturminster Marshall. (01258 857076)
Karen Royles: Parkfield, Newton Road, Sturminster Marshall. (07761 867738)
Sonia Cade: Bailie View, 24 Dullar Lane, Sturminster Marshall (07717 614270)
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Tivoli Theatre
BOX OFFICE & ENQUIRIES  01202 885566  www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk

JULY FILMS 

6th - 7th Tuner (15)

13th - 15th The Sheep Detectives (PG)

20th - 21st The Christophers (15)

25th - 28th Savage House (15)

JULY SHOWS (a selection) 

1st July Clearwater Creedence Revival 2026

4th The Bournemouth Youth Theatre: We Will Rock You

5th The Drifters

9th The Don Williams Experience

10th All Or Nothing: The Story of the Small Faces

16th Hits of Motown: Roy G Hemmings of The Drifters

17th The Floyd Effect

30th The Ultimate Commitments & Blues Brothers Experience

1st August Barry Steele: The Roy Orbison Story - Platinum Years 2026

This magazine accepts no responsibility for the products and services 
advertised. 

All adverts are accepted and published in good faith. 
Payments made by advertisers contribute to the cost of publishing this 

magazine.
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Railway Extravaganza! 

Remembering the Somerset & Dorset railway 
Sunday 12th July 2026 from 10.30am 

Spetisbury Station Project 
(just off the A350 in Spetisbury village, Dorset) 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Freshly-made Pimms, cold drinks, tasty snacks 
Come and meet the Spetisbury Station Project, 

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust, S&DR Midsomer Norton, 
North Dorset Railway Shillingstone, North Dorset Trailway 

 

Entertainment by Blandford Ukulele Band 
_____________________________________________ 

 

ENTRY IS FREE but donations help us maintain the station. Cash 
preferred, or donate online at www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/spetisbury 
 

Please consider parking at Spetisbury Primary School (DT11 9DF), it is 
only a 10-minute walk along the Trailway to the station. Or why not cycle 
or take the bus? If wet, find us in the nearby Spetisbury Village Hall. 

 
 

Do you remember the Somerset & Dorset railway? 
Come along and share your memories and photographs, etc. 

 

2026: 70 years since the closure of Spetisbury station 
60 years since the closure of the Somerset & Dorset railway 

 

 
 

MORE INFORMATION: www.spetisburystationproject.wordpress.com 
 

 Find us on Facebook 
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     MINSTER PROBUS CLUB OF WIMBORNE 

     Founded 1988 

Our club comprises retired or semi-retired men who have held a position of 
responsibility during their professional life.  We meet at the well-appointed 
Hamworthy Club in Canford Magna, near Wimborne, on the first Wednesday 
of the month.  Before lunch, we are entertained by speakers, who cover a full 
and interesting range of subjects.  In addition, our club holds social functions 
and arranges visits and other activities, involving wives and partners, 
throughout the year.

But above all, we are a friendly club with a great spirit and a warm welcome 
to new members.  If you would like to learn more about us, please contact 
John Lewis on 01929 459357 or by email at dilyn76@hotmail.com
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www.mackrellcharity.org.uk 

	 Forthcoming Activities 
	   at The Old School 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Play Reading 
Monday 29th June at 2.00pm 

William Wycherley: ‘The Country Wife’ 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Mackrell Lecture - the season has finished but the Lectures 
will begin again on 17th October with 

Professor Steve Ellis talking about 
“The End of Virginia Woolf” 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bridge group continues on Thursday mornings at 10am 
for more info contact Katy Norman on 01258 857081  

or katy.norman1@btinternet.com 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Cream Teas 
Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th July in aid of 

Friends of the Strays of Greece 

See our website and separate posters in the Bridge  
for details of all our activities
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Tel: 01305 854566

Extensions
Whether you are thinking of a garage extension, side extension, double
or single storey rear extension, Paice Building Services can help you
from design to completion.

Kitchens
The kitchen is the heart of your home. It is where we meet to talk, eat,
relax and plan. Let us create the perfect space with minimum
disruption.

Bathroom & Wet Room Specialists
At Paice Building Services, we design and install high-quality
bathrooms and wet rooms, combining style, practicality, and expert
craftsmanship.
From sleek modern designs to fully accessible solutions, we manage
every stage of your project— from planning to completion— with
minimum disruption.

Our Services
• Bathrooms & Wet Rooms
• Kitchens
• Home Extensions

• Disabled Adaptations
• General Building Work

Disabled Adaptations & Independent Living
Contact us:
Telephone:
01305 854566
Email:
info@paicebuildingservices.co.uk
Website:
paicebuildingservices.co.uk
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Coffee and Cake
in St Bartholomew’s Church, Shapwick

On the 2nd Monday of every month,
10.00am till 12 noon

See you on
Monday 13th July!

A warm welcome awaits you all!

(DONATIONS ONLY)
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MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 

Reliable Professional 

30+ Years’ Experience 

Daytime & Evening 
appointments in the 
comfort of  your own 

home 

Telephone: Sarah 
01258 451386

Hannah’s Cleaning Services

Reliable house cleaning services. 

DBS checked and fully Insured. 

Please contact me for more 
information: 07712 288880

PURBECKAERIALS.COM

SKY
WIFI

TV AERIALS
SATELLITE
FREESAT

CALL 07568 456962
JOSH 01929 553705

WIFI HOME HELP

SAME DAY 
SERVICE

OAP
DISCOUNT
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PROJECT WELCOME LOGO
INFORMATION SHEET

!ere are three di"erent logo designs.

SIMPLE: the plain logo on one line

WHITE CIRCLE: the circular log with a white background

SOLID CIRCLE: the circular logo with a coloured background 
and text reversed out white

!ere are 3 #le formats for each design.

!ese are the letters at the end of the #le a$er the dot.
A .png #le is for the web.
An .eps #le is best for printing.
A .jpg is for general use

If you want to match the turquoise blue then the  
CMYK breakdown is 100c00m30y00k

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Sturminster Marshall

PROJECT  WELCOME
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ST MARY’S CHURCH
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PROJECT  WELCOME

SIMPLE

WHITE CIRCLE

SOLID CIRCLE

Work on creating an accessible W.C. and kitchen servery continues in St 
Mary’s. Unfortunately the recent relentless rain and flooding meant that 
the contractors were unable to work for three weeks but they are now 
back on site and we are hopeful of completion in May.

The redundant north aisle pews have 
now been sold and will be replaced 
by stackable chairs and tables 
making the church a more flexible 
and comfortable space enabling a 
wider variety of services and 
activities, as well as the creation of a 
community space.

Donation forms are available in church but if you would like more 
information, please speak to Katy (07815 610595) or Carol (07400 
356901) or email us at nhaswell@stmarysprojectwelcome.org.uk

With every blessing,

The Reverend Jane Williams

If you would like to help us achieve this objective by making a donation 
of £168 for each chair, we shall place a plaque on a chair with one of the 
following dedications:

• Donated by ………..name……….
• In loving memory of ……….name……d.o.b…-….d.o.d…….
• ……name……..and………..name………married on……..date
• …….name……..baptised on………..date…..

SPONSOR A CHAIR IN ST MARY’S

You are of course welcome to sponsor more than one chair.
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English Usage: a personal view by Michael Evans

Where has Shakespeare gone?

A few years ago the Education Secretary Michael Gove complained in a 
speech that “Our birthright, the language that Shakespeare used, is not 
being passed on to the next generation in all its beauty and clarity.” He had 
not noticed how much the English language had developed since the 16th 
and 17th centuries. If it had not, we would be using words with meanings 
unknown to us. Not only have they disappeared or changed their meaning, 
but grammar and syntax are now different from Shakespearean sentences 
like “What sayst thou?” and “I know not where . . . “ Each generation has 
pedants who wish to freeze the language in a past form, but it will continue 
to evolve. More on this subject next month. 

Last month’s anagrams

US BOTANIST - BUS STATION
FOREIGN LADS - DRAGONFLIES

This month’s anagrams

REAL SLIME – City of the Olympique football team
BAD ACTORS – Share information

Dorset Chamber Choir Summer Concert
Saturday 25 July 2026 at 7pm
St Mary’s Church, Church Street

Sturminster Marshall  BH21 4BU
Tickets £12, under18s free, on the door or from website 

www.dorsetchamberchoir.com
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Church Services in July

Sunday 5th: Trinity 5
9.15am Sung Eucharist with choir at St Mary’s, Stur. Marshall

Sunday 12th: Trinity 6
9.15am Sung Eucharist at St Mary’s, Stur. Marshall
9.30am** Holy Communion at St Stephen’s, Kingston Lacy

Sunday 19th: Trinity 7
9.30am** Holy Communion at St Bartholomew’s, Shapwick
9.15am Café Church at St Mary’s, Stur. Marshall

Sunday 26th: Trinity 8
9.30am** Family Service at St Stephen’s, Kingston Lacy
9.15am Family Communion at St Mary’s, Stur. Marshall

** NOTE the new start time of 9.30am

Wednesdays at 9.00am
Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Stur. Marshall

LOCATIONS OF OUR CHURCHES

St Mary’s, Sturminster Marshall: Church Street, BH21 4BU

St Bartholomew’s, Shapwick: Church Street, DT11 9LB

St Stephen’s, Kingston Lacy: Abbott Street, Pamphill, BH21 4ED
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WEE ALBION NOTEBOOK 

I Was Born In The Country (1946), a memoir by H. S. Joyce - son of 
the last working miller to occupy White Mill - offers engaging 
insights into a childhood spent locally in the early 1900s. H.S. recalls 
the mill being plagued by rats and mice aPracted by fallen grain, and 
how the household’s cook looked aRer the many cats kept to keep 
the vermin at bay. The cats had their own room at night, set apart 
from the house but allowing them access to the mill buildings to do 
their job. Flooding - then as now - was not infrequent and the mill 
could be virtually cut off for days at a Wme. On one such occasion 
the cook was woken in the night by a piteous crying. She made her 
way downstairs and along a flooded, muddied passage in her bare 
feet by candlelight. She found cats’ quarters awash, with the river 
eddying through. A clowder of sodden mousers were marooned on 
a table, shivering like sailors from an abandoned ship. Set adriR, 
their raR spun around the room, bouncing against the walls. As the 
table passed her in the flood, the cook grasped a mewing moggy 
and carried it to the kitchen, leaving it to recover by the stove, while 
she returned again and again to complete her rescue mission.   

Only the sound remains  
Of the old mill; 
Gone is the wheel; 
On the prone roof and walls the ne;le reigns. 

Water that toils no more  
Dangles white locks  
And, falling, mocks 
The music of the mill-wheel’s busy roar.  

Extract from The Mill-Water by Edward Thomas 
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Contact Sue Ratcliffe: sue.ratcliffe15@gmail.com
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Cakes and 
Bakes  

Tea, Coffee, 
Bacon Rolls 

and lots 
more 

Proceeds towards the upkeep of 
St Mary’s Church 
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St Mary’s Church Fete Raffle.....
was a resounding success, raising £538 thanks to the good will of many 

individuals and businesses with connections to
Sturminster Marshall.

A huge thank you goes to the following folks for their support and 
generosity: 

ARB Bearings arbearings.co.uk
Auto Repairs autorepairswimborne.co.uk
AYS aysskiphire.co.uk
Bailie Cross Garage 01258 857309
Bell’s Famous Fisheries johnthefishbell@gmail.com
Bertie P Antiques 07503 656605

Facebook: Bertie P Antiques
Carol & Barry Johnson
Cath & Phil Parslow
Hall & Woodhouse hall-woodhouse.co.uk
Happy Stitcher, Pamphill pamphilldairy.co.uk/happy-stitcher
Instant Refrigeration Services Ltd 07733 101816
Jill & Mark Coulson
Julie & Andy Holland
Old Street Café 01258 915075

Facebook: oldstreetcafedorset
Portland Scallops portlandscallopcompany.com
Red Lion Inn, Sturminster Marshall redlionsturminstermarshall.co.uk
Shop Fitting Warehouse shopfittingwarehouse.co.uk
Skytrux skytrux.com
Stella & Edward Warren
The Beehive Takeaway 01929 208103

Facebook: The Beehive
The Nest pamphilldairy.co.uk/the-nest
Wendy & Chris Pope
Wimborne Town Football Club wimbornetownfc.co.uk
Woodshed thewoodshed-firelogs.co.ukThank You!
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH JOTTINGS
www.sturminstermarshall-pc.gov.uk

The weather has still been mixed, with very wet periods and as I write 
warmer days returning.  Much as I like the sunshine, I really hope it does not 
get too hot.

A big thank you to everyone who attended the Parish Council Open Meeting 
which was well attended once again. It provided an excellent opportunity for 
residents to hear updates on local issues and projects, and to ask questions. 
The Citizen’s Advice representative at the meeting told those present that 
they will be bringing their advice bus back to Sturminster Marshall in 
September. We will send out further information nearer the time.  We hope 
those who attended enjoyed the presentations from our guest speakers. If 
you were unable to attend, the Draft minutes are available on the Parish 
Council website at www.sturminstermarshall-pc.gov.uk

The Parish Council is delighted to announce that it has been awarded the 
Bronze Award under the Local Council Award Scheme. This national award 
recognises councils that demonstrate good practice in governance, 
community engagement, transparency and continuous improvement. 
Achieving the Bronze Award reflects the Council's commitment to serving 
the community effectively and openly. 

We also are pleased to report that the Parish Council has received a positive 
Internal Audit Report for the 2025/26 financial year. The Exercise of Public 
Rights will take place between 16 June and 27 July 2026. During this period, 
local electors have the right to inspect the Parish Council's accounting 
records and related documents for the previous financial year. Further 
information is available on the Parish Council website.

We keep an eye on the Play Area, and recently there have been a few issues 
with the swings which have been resolved, and one of the railing rods which 
was found to be broken again. In June the independent annual assessment 
was carried out, and we are awaiting the report. We will update you next 
month.

continued overleaf . . . 
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. . . continued from p.35

Hopefully by the time you read this a new bench will have been installed by the 
bus stop at Millmoor, and the bench in Station Road on the corner with 
Railway Drive will have been repaired. We are looking into getting the Book 
Box painted after it’s lovely spring clean by the guides. We are also monitoring 
litter around Station Road and Railway Drive junction.

Recent Plans:
P/CLE/2026/02552 Pinecroft Rushall Lane, Sturminster Marshall, BH16 6AJ
Decking built in 2014 to the side of the house when coming out of the kitchen 
to make the most of area that was on slopping land. Small area of decking also 
built at bottom of garden. Old fence was replaced at the same time that was 
falling down.
P/HOU/2026/02512 Henbury Manor, Dorchester Road, Sturminster Marshall, 
BH21 3RL
Remove existing conservatory and replace with orangery.
P/LBC/2026/02262 Almer Manor , West Almer Access To West Almer Farm, 
Profell Cottage, Almer, Manor Lane.  Conversion and extension of agricultural 
buildings to form farm shop and café with ancillary covered picnic area. 
Convert barn into office and storage.

Social Lunch Club - For the over 50’s 

Come and join us for lively conversation, make new friends, meet old 
acquaintances and enjoy good company. 

£8 for 3 courses - Midday – til finish.   

Next Dates: 

Wednesday 8th July – With Raffle 

August – No Lunch Club 

Wednesday 9th September 

 

Please call to book a place - Claire - 07757322632  

Held at The Old School, Sturminster Marshall 

Sponsored by the Mackerall Charity (re. Charity 306275) 
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D.W. CRANE 
GENERAL BUILDER 

Over 20 years experience 

Specialising in brickwork, blockwork,

porches, driveways,


conservatories, patios

and decking.


Also: internal & external decorating,

landscaping and gardens.


Tel: 01258 454104  OR  07835 112802 

Professional & Reliable Service

STURMINSTER MARSHALL SHORT MAT BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB

We are currently looking for new members, no experience necessary  We pride 
ourselves as being a very sociable, friendly and non-League Club; our aim is to have fun 
and enjoy our game.
The Club plays on the following days:-
Monday afternoons 2.00pm – 5.00pm,
Thursday evenings 6.15pm – 9.15pm,
All sessions are held in the Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall.
It is a great sport for all ages and we would welcome some younger players, so do come 
along.  The club owns several sets of bowls and these can be lent to players who do not 
have their own, but they must remain on the premises.  Completely flat shoes must be 
worn on the mats.
We are a mixed club and we do not compete in leagues, so the emphasis is on pleasure 
and not pressure.  We do join other local clubs for just friendly matches.
INTERESTED? – come along, your first three sessions will be free, so give it a try.

For information telephone:- John on 01202 690718 or Jean on 01258 857308.
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NEW LIFE CHURCH 
STURMINSTER MARSHALL 

Charismatic Church 

Join us on Sundays at 10.30am 
In the Memorial Hall 

All welcome 

www.nlbc.me for more info

HIRE 

PAMPHILL PARISH HALL 

FOR YOUR EVENT 

Contact: David Wright 

pamphillparishhall@gmail.com
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Who was Lady Godiva?
The story of Lady Godiva's ride, naked, through the streets of Coventry has 
changed and grown over the 900 years or so of its existence - but who was the real 
person behind the legend?

Lady Godiva (or Godgifu as she was known then) was married to Leofric, the 'grim' 
Earl of Mercia and Lord of Coventry, a man of great power and importance. In 1043 
the Earl and Countess founded a Benedictine house for an abbot and 24 monks and 
Lady Godiva endowed the monastery with many gifts in honour of the Virgin Mary. 
She is supposed to have had all her gold and silver melted down and made into 
crosses, images of saints and other decorations to grace her favoured house of 
God.

So what is the truth behind the story of Lady Godiva's ride through Coventry? Why 
would a lady of great standing in the town do such a thing? The earliest surviving 
source for the legend is the Chronica of Roger of Wendover for the year 1057. He 
wrote that Godiva pleaded with her husband to relieve the heavy burden of taxes 
he had imposed on the citizens of Coventry. 

Weary of her persistence, Leofric said 
he would grant her request if she 
would ride naked through the town. 

Lady Godiva ordered the people to 
remain indoors with their windows 
and doors barred. Loosening her long 
hair to cover her as a cloak, she 
mounted her waiting horse. Then she 
rode through the silent streets unseen 
by the people, who had obeyed her 
command because of their respect for 
her.

Only one man, called Tom, was unable to resist the temptation to peep at the 
Countess (hence the term 'Peeping Tom'). He unbarred his window, but before he 
could satisfy his gaze he was struck blind. 

Godiva returned to her husband, who fulfilled his promise to abolish the heavy 
taxes and in fact, records show that indeed, at that time, no tolls were paid in 
Coventry except on horses. 

A pageant is held each July in Coventry to re-enact Lady Godiva's original route 
through the town.
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Bailie House Self-Storage 

De-cluttering? Moving house? Or just 
need some extra space? We have the 
solution with our secure, fully-insured 
indoor storage units available to rent in a 
secure gated yard with easy access. 

Sizes include 10’x10’, 6’x8’ and 6’x6’. 

We can offer short- or long-term rentals 
and are happy to work to suit your 
requirements. 

Please contact us for more details or if 
you would like to view the units. 

Sturminster Marshall, Dorset BH21 4AD 
Tel: 07889 081346. kmsalvage@aol.com
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A. White 
Painter & Decorator 

Excellent professional service 
• 33 years experience 
• Interior & exterior decorating 
• No job too small 
• Very reliable service 
• Top standard of workmanship 
• Fully insured 

Call Adrian on: 
Tel: 01258 268735 

Mob: 07718 370024 
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Kingston Lacy Estate News

As Europe’s biggest conservation charity, it’s always a pleasure to shout 
about the extraordinary skill and expertise of the National Trust’s 
conservators. The latest exhibition at Kingston Lacy celebrates one of the 
Trust’s treasures, the Visakhapatnam cabinet, an ivory-inlaid glory of east-
Indian craftsmanship. 

After more than two and a half centuries, she was 
looking more than a little tired, but the 
conservation team at Knole in Kent took on the 
challenge of cleaning, stabilising and conserving. 
Particularly challenging was dealing with a variety 
of materials; there was the danger of mercury 
leaks from internal mirrors, finding a way to 
replicate historic ivory without using ivory and 
cleaning a variety of different surfaces. 

Conservator Nicola Shreeve used techniques 
including X-rays, ultraviolet light and digital 
microscopy, the conservation revealed new insights into the cabinet's 
construction, as well as cleaning ingrained dirt, restoring missing ivory and 
correcting previous repairs. She found 19th-century alterations that 
converted one of the drawers into a writing desk and created a missing 
‘claw’ on one of the cabinet’s feet, using silicone rubber more commonly 
used to make prosthetics in the film industry. She also discovered two 
secret drawers, though sadly there was nothing inside.

The cabinet is on display now, along with a wonderful historical costume 
created by Arts University Bournemouth students as part of a historical 
costume course. There will be extra elements added throughout the 
summer, with textiles coming from other National Trust properties and a 
soundscape from contemporary artists. We have also worked with arts 
students from Cranborne Middle School, who created picture frames 
inspired by the cabinet. 

There’s no charge (normal admission applies) so pop into the house next 
time you’re at Kingston Lacy to see the exhibition. 
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A COUPLE OF SUDOKU PUZZLES

1. Easy

2. Medium

Answers on p. 53
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Summer lunch in the garden!
What could be better than a relaxed lunch
in the garden with friends so here is a suggestion
for something delicious.

Chicken And Tomato Jackets

Ingredients
4 potatoes
4 chicken breasts 8 ripe tomatoes
Dried oregano, rosemaryor basil (optional) 150g Greek yogurt
4 spring onions (optional) Red pesto (optional)

Method
Rub a few drops of olive oil into the potato skin, and place in a pre-heated oven at 
200°C/400°F/ gas 6 on a baking tray with salt sprinkled around the potato. Bake for 1 
hr 15 mins or until soft.

When the potatoes are almost ready, cut chicken breasts into bite-sized chunks, heat a 
non-stick frying pan and pan fry until lightly browned on both sides and cooked 
through for about 6-8 mins. You might want to add a pinch of dried oregano, rosemary 
or basil per person.

Meanwhile chop the tomatoes into chunks, discarding the seeds. Stir together the 
chicken, tomato and the pot of yogurt, salt and pepper to taste. Cut a large cross in 
the top of the potatoes and spoon in the chicken and tomato filling. Serve with a 
green salad.

Lemon No-Bake Cheesecake
Biscuit base 
10 digestive biscuits
75g butter, melted
1 tbsp clear honey

Crush the biscuits and combine with 
melted butter and honey. Gently press 
the crumbs into the bottom of a cake tin 
until smooth and level. Chill in the fridge 
while making the filling.

Filling 
700g mascarpone cheese
2 lemons, juice and zest
200g caster sugar
4 tbsp icing sugar

Mix together in a bowl until well combined 
and add more sugar, to taste. Spoon the 
mixture into the tin on top of the chilled 
biscuit mixture and chill in the fridge for at 
least 2 hours.  Decorate with fruits of your 
choice and serve with fresh cream.

Serve with an easy Sangria: 3 parts red wine to 1 part orange juice and 2 parts 
lemonade, ice, fresh mint, sliced oranges and lemons.  Enjoy!
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Sudoku
solutions

STURMINSTER MARSHALL 
EVENING WI

At our May meeting we were joined by Luke Mouland, Genealogist and 
Research Consultant who gave a fascinating talk on Pomp, Politics and Power – 
The Peculiar Tale of Squire Drax. 

John Samuel Wanley Sawbridge Erle-Drax (1800 1887) was one of the most 
notorious figures of 19th century Dorset. Luke’s talk recounted the story of this 
contentious figure and his life set against the social and political backdrop of his 
age. Erle-Drax extensively remodelled Charborough House and the gardens and 
had a 120-foot Folly Tower built. Also the ‘great wall of Dorset’ and Stag Gate.

Luke’s lively talk combined his careful research and engaging style. He certainly 
piqued our interest and curiosity about some relevant and fascinating local and 
social history.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 16th July at The Old School starting at 7.30pm. 
We will be having “An Evening with Henry VIII”, a historical presentation by 
speaker Anne Jones.

We are always delighted to welcome new members and you don’t need to be a 
resident in Sturminster Marshall to be able to attend.  

For more information about SMEWI, please contact Christine Rainsford on 
01258 857413 or visit our website 
www.sturminstermarshalleveningwi.weebly.com

Follow us on Facebook:  Sturminster Marshall Evening WI
Karen West



54

Parish Directory

The Parish of Kingston Lacy and Shapwick

Rector:  Revd Canon Andrew Rowland 01202 882340
(The Rector’s day off is Friday) rector@wimborneminster.org.uk
Organists:  contact Churchwarden
Churchwarden K Lacy:  Rob Langdown 01202 841381

KL-CW@wimborneminster.org.uk
Deputy Churchwarden Shapwick:  Alan Cosgrove 07971 512390

alancosgrove@btopenworld.com
PCC Secretary:  Margaret Langdown 01202 841381
Treasurer:  Christine Cosgrove 01258 858876
Electoral Roll Officer:  Janet Tory 01258 857531

Sturminster Marshall Parish Church

Vicar:  Rev Jane Williams 01258 858604
(Jane’s day off is Friday)   janewilliamsrpc@outlook.com
Red Post Benefice Clerk:  Vicky Harrison-King  redpostbenefice@outlook.com
Organists:  contact Churchwarden
Churchwardens: Carol Johnson 07400 356901

Sue Pritchard    smcwsue@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:  Liz York 01258 857528
PCC Treasurer:  Ed Warren 01258 857467
Verger:  Vacant
Captain of the Ringers:  Mr M Stickley 01202 021895
Electoral Roll Officer:  Elaine Huntriss 07818 280800

Schools

Sturminster Marshall First School:  Mrs S Bentley (acting head) 01258 857348
Sturminster Marshall Pre-school:  Mrs Holly Keets 01258 858395
Pamphill CE First School:  Mrs Sarah Fairman 01202 883008
Pamphill Pre-School Nursery:  Mrs D Gould 07415 473977
The Old School Shapwick Nursery:  Ms E Praschma 01258 857922

Police

Police station (non-emergency number) 101
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Hall Bookings

Old School, Stur Marshall:  Val Brown hall.mackrell@outlook.com 
Memorial Hall, Stur Marshall:  Mrs K Kollberg 07729 712429

     sturhallbookings@gmail.com
Pamphill Parish Hall:  David Wright    pamphillparishhall@gmail.com

Councillors

Dorset Councillor:  Cllr. Mr Will Chakawhata
 cllwill.chakawhata@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Stur Marshall Parish Council Chair:  Mrs Sonia Cade
Stur Marshall Parish Council Clerk:  Mrs Alison Clothier 07469 780548

sturminstermarshall@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Chair:  Mr Martin Underhill
Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Clerk:  Mrs Lindsay Hole

For Sturminster Marshall

Sturminster Marshall FC:  Mr D Miller 01258 857314
Church Preservation Trust: Philip Cubitt      philipcubitt@btinternet.com
School Society: Dolly Purtill (Chair)

schoolsociety@sturminstermarshall.dorset.sch.uk
WI Evening Secretary:  Mrs Gladys Quick 07720 343897
Sports Association:  Mr R Haysom 01258 857616
Stur Marshall Craft Club:  Mrs Barbara Beaves 01258 858404
Brownies:  Miss J Hayter 01202 885309
Guides:  Mrs L Seare 07759 892965
Henbury Residents’ Association:  Mr M Soper 01258 857647
Homewatch Co-ordinator:  Mr Adrian Holden 01258 858884
Stur Marshall Short Mat Bowls & Social Club:  Mr J Case 01202 690718
Stur Marshall Village History Website 07469 780548

For Pamphill
Kingston Lacy Skittles Club:  Mr R Frost 01202 883084
Kingston Lacy Cricket Club:  Mr S Maine 07969 883814
Pamphill Pre-School:  Mrs D Gould 07415 473977

For Shapwick
S.C.T. (Village Green):  Jez Bragg 07813 925681
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Are you ready for a 

Summer of Play?

©National Trust 2026. Registered charity no. 205846.  
©2026 Pokémon / Nintendo / Creatures / GAME FREAK.

Find out what’s on at 
nationaltrust.org.uk/

Supported by

kingston-lacy

Discover days out that are jam-
packed with fun.


